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Presenter: 
Jake Powell, Extension Specialist – Utah State University Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental Planning.   
 
Jake’s professional career has focused on uniting communities to their surrounding 
landscapes through collaborative planning and design efforts. He has worked throughout the 
intermountain west to envision and implement watershed planning and restoration projects, 
natural resource conservation projects, recreation infrastructure, and community economic 
growth opportunities. 

 
Abstract: Watershed planning can be hard. It is a process that requires an understanding of the physical landscape, 
processes, and the people. Sometimes in grappling with the inherent complexities of the physical landscape we 
relegate the “people” portion of the plan into only the implementation phase of the plan. Is there a place for people to 
come to the preverbal planning table not as stakeholders only, but as content experts, collaborators, and family?  It is 
perhaps a thorny proposition and opens up a more unstable process, but it has benefits that are transformative and 
long lasting for the planning process, the landscape, and the people. 
 
This presentation will review how one new watershed coordinator approached a watershed plan as a process, rather 
than a document. The South Fork watershed sits at the headwaters of Utah’s Weber River and contains one of the few 
remaining strongholds for Utah’s native Bonneville Cutthroat Trout. The planning process started with the people, and 
the project will review how this effort was catalytic in changing the stream, the land, and the people. 
 

DATE: June 16, 2020 1:00 PM EASTERN TIME (US AND CANADA) 
WEBINAR IS FREE BUT REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AT: 
https://psu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vTlBnKqtTACyT3yMwISvfg After registering, 
you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

 

Please Join Us! 
This webinar is the eighth in the Water for Ag Engagement Webinar series intended to 
encourage sharing of scholarship and practitioners’ experience with community-based stakeholder 
engagement in natural resources. 

The Water for Agriculture project brings together, researchers, technical experts, Extension 
professionals and communities to foster community-led solutions to the water and agriculture issues 
most important to them. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: WALT WHITMER, WEW2@PSU.EDU 
HTTP://WATER4AG.PSU.EDU/ 

This work is supported by the Agriculture and Food 
Research Initiative (AFRI) Water for Agriculture grant no. 
2017-68007-26584/project accession no. 1013079 from 
the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 

Ensuring People are Front and Center in Watershed 
Planning  
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